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God Our Ffather, Christ Our Redeemer, Boly Spirit Our Comforter,
BHumankind Qur JFamily

Saint John AME Chureh

708 15t Street North
Birmingham, Alabama 35203
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady

Holy Communion

October 6, 2024

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Order of Porsghip

The Praise & Worship........cccos i s ssssn s s s s sssssssss e e e MUSic Ministry

The Doxology Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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The Call to Worship.......ccvoiimntinin i s s s s s s e s s e

Minister:

[ was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet
have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!

People: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents
of wickedness.

Minister: For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good.

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of
our God.

Minister: 0 Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory
dwells.

People: But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before
Him.

Minister: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in
your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer.

People: 0 sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make
a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises!

The Song of Celebration..........c.ccsvecisies s mssses csssns s s s snssvessnn s - L€ Power of the Cross”

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day;
Christ on the road to Calvary,
Tried by sinful men,
torn and beaten, then
nailed to a cross of wood.

Refrain
This the pow’r of the cross;
Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame,
bore the wrath;
We stand forgiven at the cross.

Oh, to see the pain
written on Your face,
bearing the awesome weight of sin.
Ev’ry bitter thought,
Ev'ry evil deed
crowning Your bloodstained brow.

Now the daylight flees;

«unenenn Pastor Sterling




Now the ground beneath
quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two,
dead are raised to life-
“Finished!” the victory cry.

Oh, to see my name
written in the wounds,
for through Your suffring I am free.
Death is crushed to death,
life is mine to live,
won through Your selfless love!

2nd Refrain
This the pow’r of the cross:
Son of God slain for us.
What a love what a cost!
We stand forgiven at the cross.

The Invocation
The Choral ReSponse.........cccvemnsicnnn s s s s s s s s s s ssssss s snsenssnennnns - LILE Him Up”

Lift Him up, lift Him up,
Still He speaks from eternity,
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
I'll draw all men unto Me.”

The Scripture Lessons
Old Testament .......cccoviiumssveamsssssns s s ss snssssass sssass sssans ssssns s sns s s e e nnenns G€NESIis 2:18-24

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit
forlal him.” 19 Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed! every beast of the field and every
bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever
the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all livestock
and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adaml<] there was not
found a helper fit for him. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while
he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God
had taken from the man he madeldl into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man
said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman,

because she was taken out of Man” 2¢ Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and
hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202%3A18-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-49a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202%3A18-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-50b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202%3A18-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-51c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202%3A18-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-53d
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9But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned
with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste
death for everyone. 10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in
bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through
suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why
he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers;

in the midst of the congregation [ will sing your praise.” 13 And again, “I will put my trustin him.”
And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.”

GOSPEl... i s s s s e e MATK 10:2-16
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)
2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man
to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5 And Jesus said to them, “Because of
your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 6 But from the beginning of creation,
‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold
fast to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two but one
flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 19 And in the house the
disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife
and marries another commits adultery against her, 12and if she divorces her husband and
marries another, she commits adultery.” Let the Children Come to Me 13 And they were bringing
children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw
it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to
such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God like a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his
hands on them.

Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
From all that dwell below the skies,

Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.




The Decalogue (Contemporary)

Minister: Hear the commandments of God to his people: [ am the Lord your God who
brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not make for yourself any idol.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: Honor your father and your mother.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not commit murder.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not commit adultery.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not steal.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not be a false witness.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen.

The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors
The Hymn of Preparation...... s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssass Music Ministry
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The Invitation to Christian Discipleship




The Communion Hymn..........ccccnesnssesssnsss s nnennnnns” Lhere Is a Fountain Filled with Blood”

There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains,
Lose all their guilty stains,
Lose all their guilty stains;

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.

The dying thief rejoiced to see,
That fountain in his day;

And there may I, though vile as he,
Wash all my sins away:
Wash all my sins away,
Wash all my sins away;

And there may I, though vile as he,
Wash all my sins away.

Dear dying Lamb,
Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of God Be saved,
to sin no more,
Be saved, to sin no more,
Be saved, to sin no more;
Till all the ransomed Church of God,
Be saved to sin no more.

Communion Elevation Ore Ofe Jesu (The Grace of Jesus)
by Godwin Sadoh
The Solicitation

The General Confession

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men, we
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which we from time to time most
grievously have committed by thought, word, and deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking
most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry
for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have
mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that
is past and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor
and glory of Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

The First Collect

The Second Collect




The Prayer of Adoration

The Prayer of Humiliation

The Prayer of Consecration

The Elements

The Prayer

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Doxology

The Benediction..........ccoveiinrnmesinmnennssns s s s s s e s s ssss s sss s e e e PAStOr Sterling
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